3o                             PAUL GAUCUIN
later, was cut short by an event that was not to leave him
with a happy recollection of Provence. But if his Peruvian
atavisms were strong, his physical appearance was also as
profoundly un-French as were many of his instincts, and later,
his art* From his French descent he had inherited nothing
that could not also have been inherited from his Spanish
ancestors, unless the great patience with his own life, that was
his unchanging characteristic, were an inheritance from his
grandfather Chazal, who however had found his fund of
that virtue finally insufficient when faced with the original
behaviour of his energetic and wayward wife Mora*
In Gauguin's face stood out the bones of a Spanish head.
His high-beaked nose and large-boned jaw broadened to meet
the wide-set eyes* His lips were lull, almost Semitic. His ears
were large and fleshy, while his comparatively low forehead
led up to the small crown of his head. His eyes that were
variously green-blue or green-grey were covered by heavy
eyelids and possessed the penetrating quality of those of a
silent man. Undoubtedly they were able to hold a person
in a remarkable way, although they did not deserve the sinister
reputation that his enemies chose to give them. When Gauguin
later declared: "I possess the evil eye/' he was mocking at a
popular canard. His moustache, that contained reddish lights,
contrasted with his darker eyebrows and with his hair and sloped
unrulily to below the level of his undcrlip. When he smiled,
his face, that in middle life wore a look of disdain, changed
completely in its expression, becoming gentle. His hands were
large and fleshy also, but the fingers tapered. He was of average
height, but he was unusually well proportioned and had excep-
tional physical strength* In Peru, among those of Inca blood are
many faces with features that could claim relationship with
his. But of the existence of such blood in the veins of the
Tristan and Moscoso families there is no record, only the tradi-
tion of descent from Monteyuma. Gauguin himself believed
in his possession of some non-European strain, and if there
were any other blood beyond Aztec or Inca in his Spanish